[Treatment of juvenile rheumatoid arthritis].
Recently interest in pediatric rheumatology has increased. This review tries to summarize our knowledge about pharmacological mechanisms, as well as practical application and adverse of antirheumatic drugs. In addition, forms of treatment which sofar lack any scientific backing are mentioned and discussed. Various data about efficacy and side effects in children are poor or lacking, and current treatment in children is based on analogy conclusions derived from experiences with adult RA. The therapeutic concept presented in this article offers a good chance to improve the functional status of the rheumatic child. However, one should be aware that several controlled trials with antirheumatic drugs in children still have to be performed. Uncertainties have to be replaced by knowledge. This is true also for the surgical treatment mentioned.